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poration officials had visited the hotel consiruction site
:  and found that Arumughasamy had the required permis-
: sion to construct the hotel and that the complaint was
false.

Based on a complaint from Arumughasamy that Ari-

vazhagan had threatened him demanding =2 lakh and
had also filed the complaint against him, the Tondiarpet
police took action.

Admission to community For further details, call

college: Community college 9840393630, 044 24388401.

Chennai Corporation Commu-

be provided free bus passes. autorickshaw crossed a bridge

near Egmore, three menona
bike snatched his bag contain-
ing 20,000 cash and three debit

nity College, Alwarpet, has Two held for robbing man cards. With footage from CCTV
opened its admissions forthe  from Bengak Two men, who cameras at the spot, Periamet

next academic year. The were part of agang caught on  police arrested two of the
college offers part-time cours- CCTV camera at Periamet three men and seized the bike
€5 in basic communication snatching a money bag froma  they used to commit the crime.

Aditi.R@timesgroup.com

While the Tamil
Nadu Forests Act, 1882, was

andalwood cultivation amended in 2002 to allow cul-
which was largely confined tivation of sandalwood trees
tothe forests of Tamil Nadu  on patta lands, the government
arls has been withessing an increas-  still regulates its sales. The Ta-
ing interest among private land mil Nadu Sandalwood Trees on
owners, whoarecashinginonthe Patta Land Rules, 2008, has de-
17-year-old government policy tails on extraction and sale of

L e = that permitsthem toraisethetree  these trees.
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- > “The policy was San on acre pl
Goon HARVEsT mtmesca.ngfmhumm 2002, but not many wereawareof  near Kolli Hills, pointed out that
> 10ft space required between it. We are now slowly witnessing ~ traditionally sandalwood cultiva-
Sandalwood in private mw 12ft space between anincreaseinplantationsonpri-  tion was not given impetus in
N land A gl | RSTEES _ vatelands,”said PV Somashekar, —Tamil Nadu Now, cultivators face
2018 2019 i ¥y :a-_‘lhoughhe_stsurtsdturedsnll director of the Sandalwood Soci-  issues because of lack of insur-
4 ~ withgravel, it can grow inall ety of India. The non-profit or-  ancefor the highly valuable wood
. 500 800 Itindsqfsnile_xcept black loamy ganization, headguartered in and are in talks with authorities
e S e _—_— and acidic soil Bengaluru, focuses on educa- reganiing it “If the tree isstolen,
% & —_ £ LABOUR tional research and development  which happens frequently, it isa
— sl activities related to sandalwood  loss for the cultivator The fear of
india} 65,000 acres . >Riakusat st 15 yenes tobe and allled species. Earlier the theft has deterred many from

ey ready for harvest tree was found only on growing it " he said.

Krishnagiri L J » Tree should have 50cm-80cm forest lands. SEELD UR Another deterrent
hat . L. . girth and 2% and more of oil Members of thesoci- PROFIT  1s the time period be-
na JHERE I y » One tree can yield minimum ety pointed out thatinthe - fore which the tree can
ith CULTIVATED = 10kg of hardwood past two years the state has re-  be harvested. “It takes atleast 156
s 1 > As aswph arvi corded a growthin cultivation. In - vears to get a healthy tree, while

farmers can make 7300 to 7400

2018, sandaiwood was being culii-

X vated on 500 acres of patta land
pel'lq;lfa;;ds",h'eem across the state, while this year,
seeding Yo until last month, 800 acres is being

used for its cultivation. Members

>ﬁﬁwﬁﬁiadhygntﬁrlkg said they are expecting the total
sandalwood | 712,000 acreage to touch around 2,000 by

the end of 2019. “We work with at

» One acre can generate
least 10nurseries in the state, who
73.5 crore (approx) have noticed a 40% increase in
nex sales of sandalwood saplings this
Sa- nick it P T year: Going by the demand weare
;'rd gilfor hoping that the acreage will in-
therapeautic purposes

crease,” said Mallesh Lingachar,

> Used to canve sculptures another director of the society.

the income generated at the end
is huge not many want to wait
that long.” he said.

In one acre of land 300 trees
can be cultivated and can gener-
ate an income of around z3.5
crore. The same soil is used for
cultivating this tree can also be
used for growing other crops,
except paddy.

“This is our ancient and
golden tree, we want more peo-
ple to come forward and grow it.
‘We have to revive it and we hope
we succeed,” sald Somashekar.




